[Phagocytosis in patients with splenectomy].
Phagocytosis was evaluated in nine patients with splenctomy undergoing renal transplant, eight renal transplanted patients without splenectomy, three immunodepressed patients with terminal renal failure, four patients with splenectomy and six healthy volunteers. For phagocytosis evaluation, neutrophils adhered to glass were used. They were cover with 4% latex and albumin containing culture medium with or without phagocytosis stimulating tetrapeptide extracted from IgG in each case. Phagocytosis was decreased in all groups studied. Immunodepressed patients showed the highest diminishment of phagocytosis and patients with splenectomy and immunodepression the lesser. It was speculated that such a finding is due to a decrease of tetrapeptide in serum.